BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MINUTES

May 14, 2009

1/ 
The Brownfield Redevelopment Authority met pursuant to adjournment in the Annex Conference Room on Thursday, May 14, 2009.


Chairman Swift called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M.


Present: Commissioner (Chair) Dale Swift, Commissioner Jon Houtz, Realtor 



  Representative (Vice-Chair) Dennis Dirschell, Financial Representative 


  Bob Hinbern, Citizen Corbin Grimes, Member-at-Large Jay Andrews, 


  Township Supervisor Representative (Secretary/Treasurer) Reggie Ivey, 


  Michigan Association of Counties Service Corporation (Consultant) Flo 



  McCormack, AKT Representative (Consultant/Contractor) Stephanie 


  Smith, and Administrator Bud Norman.

2/
Motion:  Houtz/Hinbern to approve the agenda.  MOTION CARRIED.

3/
Motion:  Ivey/Dirschell to approve minutes of April 3, 2009.  Recommendation to change future minutes to Motion:  Last name of person making motion/last name of person seconding.  MOTION CARRIED.

4/
Motion:  Houtz/Hinbern to approve the payment in the amount of $4,379.52 to AKT Peerless for additional work activity for Project Number 6121L-2-20 at 735 N. Matteson Street, Bronson, MI.  MOTION CARRIED
5/  
AKT Peerless discussed the request for the Conover Street Site Eligibility.  The Site Eligibility request was sent to the U.S. EPA per the request of the Authority.  The U.S. EPA determined it eligible and it is now up to the authority to act on it as desired.  Director Houtz asked for an estimated cost which AKT Peerless estimated at $2,200.00.  The Authority agreed to add the site to the inventory list.

6/
Consultant Flo McCormack offered the Authority the opportunity to ask any questions they may have from the education brief presented at the last meeting.  Director Ivey asked about Tax Increment Financing (TIF) and Director Andrews asked about the definition of Functionally Obsolete Property.  Consultant McCormack explained TIF as a method to gather additional funding, but cautioned that the community must agree to capture this funding.  Consultant McCormack described Functionally Obsolete Property as a property that doesn’t have a viable function as it exists.  Director Hinbern asked if it is possible to have another authority reviewing the same property or requesting funding.  Consultant McCormack answered yes.  Chair Swift asked if the EPA would allow double funding.  Consultant McCormack advised that communications is essential as there is no official check and balance system for ensuring this.

7/
AKT Peerless presented an update on the Acore site.  The Authority asked if it is Acorn or Acore, and AKT Peerless stated that it is termed Acore.  Ken Bible purchased the property.  Ken Bible and Mike Lang indicated that they are not interested in an assessment.  Director Houtz asked what they are going to do with the property and it was suggested they intend to hold for potential manufacturing activity.  Consultant McCormack stated that if someone purchases or leases the property they can come before the Authority requesting an assessment as it applies to either an owner or operator.

8/
Administrator Norman explained that the Board of Commissioners had passed the compensation of per diem and travel for the Authority.  Consultant McCormack added that the guidance is that members shall serve without compensation except for the expenses of implementing the grant and it is essential to use the language that this compensation is for expenses of implementing the grant.  Vice-Chair Dirschell asked where the funding for the compensation would come from.  Administrator Norman answered that the mileage would come from the grant and the per diem would have to come from the county’s General Fund.  

9/
Consultant McCormack stated that the grant includes a line item that is termed Travel and can cover expenses to include attending the Brownfield Conference in November.  However, the use of funds for per diem and mileage will decrease the ability to attend training sessions like this.  Consultant McCormack added that it is difficult to transfer funds from one category to another unless you transfer to conduct additional assessments, but it is very difficult to get additional funding for travel or personnel.  Administrator Norman stated that he will present a procedure proposal for accounting for per diem and travel at the next meeting and will also present an update on the funding available.

10/
Administrator Norman presented the Site Priority Scoring for Assessment for review and approval.  Motion:  Ivey/Dirschell to approve as presented with the following amendments.  MOTION CARRIED
· Site Operating.

· 3 – No.

· 2 – Don’t know.

· 1 – Yes.

· Site Accessible.

· 3 – Yes.

· 2 – Don’t know.

· 1 – No.

· Actual or Perceived Contamination.

· 3 – Known contamination/Qualified interested developer.

· 2 – Contamination suspected based on past use.

· 1 – Contamination status unknown.

Consultant McCormack added that these changes could be modified as needed as the Authority moves through the assessment process.

11/
Administrator Norman handed out a modified copy of the By-Laws for the Authority and asked the Directors to review for action at the next meeting.  The Authority noted some changes that they would like to make at the next meeting to include:

· Article II. Directors.

· Section 2.  Delete EDC, DDA, TIFA or LDFA board was appointed.

· Article III.  Officers.

· Section 7.  Executive Committee.  Change amount from $2,000.00 to $2,500.00.

12/
Director Ivey discussed the need for supplies to include a laptop computer, projector, and/or printer.  Administrator Norman will present the funding status for supplies at the next meeting for decision.

13/
The Authority agreed to begin scoring the inventory.  The Authority eventually decided to focus on answering “Site Operating” and based on this information requested AKT Peerless to present an updated inventory at the next meeting.  AKT Peerless agreed to present an updated inventory and geographically display the sites according to the three categories under “Site Operating.”

14/  
Motion:  Houtz/Ivey to adjourn at 11:50 AM.  MOTION CARRIED.

