

BRANCH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

JUNE SESSION (FIRST DAY)
JUNE 14, 2011
1/
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Branch met pursuant to adjournment, in the Commissioner’s room at the Courthouse, on Tuesday, June 14, 2011.


Chairman Swift called the meeting to order at 4:00 P.M.

Present: Commissioners Jerry Hubbard, Norm Heinemann, Don Vrablic, Rod Olney, Linda Fronczak, Randall Hazelbaker, Jon Houtz and Dale Swift, County Clerk Teresa Kubasiak and Administrator Bud Norman.

Commissioner Heinemann led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Deletions: Personnel, Plans & Policy, Sheriff & Public Safety and Legislative committee reports.

2/
Motion by Commissioner Olney, seconded by Commissioner Fronczak, to approve the agenda as amended.  MOTION CARRIED.

3/
Motion by Commissioner Hubbard, seconded by Commissioner Houtz, that the 
May 24, 2011 Board minutes are approved.  MOTION CARRIED.
Public Comment:


Doug Scott, employee of the Building Inspection Department, voiced his concern
with regard to the future of the department.  He stated that there are issues with permitting and asked that the commissioners visit the department to find out what really goes on before they make any decisions.
4/ 
Commissioner Houtz, chair of the Personnel, Plans & Policy committee reported on the meeting that was held on June 1, 2011.
5/
Approval of Consent Agenda items as follows:

CONSENT AGENDA:
that authorization is given to approve the Bills and Accounts in the amount of $379,267.55.

that authorization be given to amend the General Fund Budget Revenues and Expenses by $6,240.50 from $13,124,134.97 to $13,130,375.47.

that authorization be given to amend the General Fund Sheriff Department (#101-301) Revenue by increasing line:  #101.301-508.0100 Federal Aid-Bullet Proof Vest $0.00 to $6,240.50, as presented. 

that authorization be given to amend the General Fund Sheriff Department (#101-301) Expense by increasing line: #101.301-746.0000 Firearms & Ammunition from $6,905.00 to $12,145.50, and line #101.301-976.01 Law Enforcement Equipment from $2,000.00 to $3,000.00 as presented.

that authorization be given to amend the Special Fund Firearms Range Fund (#262-301) Revenue, Line #262-301-508.0100 Federal Aid-Bullet Proof Vest and Expense, Line #262-301-976.0101 Fire Range Improvements & Equipment by $3,132.50 from $4,700.00 to $7,832.50, increasing the Revenue and Expense from $4,700.00 to $7,832.50, as presented.

6/
Motion by Commissioner Olney, seconded by Commissioner Hubbard, to approve the items presented on the Consent Agenda.  MOTION CARRIED    

7/
Motion by Commissioner Olney, seconded by Commissioner Fronczak,                            that authorization is given for the 2011 Tax Rate Request, L-4029, Millage Request, as presented.
Upon roll call vote the results were as follows:

Aye:  Hubbard, Heinemann, Vrablic, Olney, Fronczak, Hazelbaker, Houtz, Swift – 8
Nay:  

MOTION CARRIED

8/
Motion by Commissioner Olney, seconded by Commissioner Hazelbaker, that authorization is given, by Resolution Approving Redemption of Part of the Branch County Building Authority, Michigan Building Authority Bonds, Series 2001A Prior to Maturity, as follows:

2011-08

Resolution Approving Redemption of Part of the Branch County Building Authority, Michigan Building Authority Bonds, Series 2001A Prior to Maturity

WHEREAS, the Branch County Building Authority (the “Authority”) issued its $995,000 Branch County Building Authority, Building Authority Bonds, Series 2001A, dated June 1, 2001, to acquire, remodel, furnish and equip a building located in the County of Branch, Michigan (the “County”), in accordance with the terms of a certain Full Faith and Credit General Obligation Lease Contract, dated April 1, 2001, of which Obligation Lease Contract, dated April 1, 2001, of which $660,000 remains outstanding as of the date hereof (the “Bonds”), as set forth in EXHIBIT A;

WHEREAS, all of the outstanding Bonds due on or after September 1, 2011 will be eligible for redemption prior to maturity on the principal payment date, September 1, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the County requests that the Authority redeem on September 1, 2011 all of such Bonds maturing in the years 2012 through 2021 in the amount of $615,000 with maturities and interest rates as set forth in EXHIBIT B (such bonds referred to as the “BOND TO BE REDEEMED”) and to pay the costs of calling said Bonds;

WHEREAS, it is financially prudent for the Authority to redeem part of the outstanding bonds, as set forth in EXHIBIT A;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the County authorize the transfer to the appropriate debt service account as necessary to call the BONDS TO BE REDEEMED in conformance with the bond resolution;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such transfer include the necessary funds for the costs of redeeming the bonds, including legal fees, publication costs and other miscellaneous expenses;

BE IT FURTHER REOSLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the County requests that the Authority take the necessary steps to call the BOND TO BE REDEEMED at the next call date of September 1, 2011, in accordance with the original bond resolution;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Board of Commissioners of the County, the County Treasurer, and the County Clerk are authorized to sign documents necessary to effect this action; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all resolutions and parts of resolutions, insofar as the same may be in conflict herewith, are hereby rescinded.

Upon roll call vote the results were as follows:

Aye:  Hubbard, Heinemann, Vrablic, Olney, Fronczak, Hazelbaker, Houtz, Swift – 8
Nay:  

MOTION CARRIED

9/
Motion by Commissioner Olney, seconded by Commissioner Heinemann, to accept the Veterans Affairs 2010 annual report and place it on file.  MOTION CARRIED

10/
Motion by Commissioner Olney, seconded by Commissioner Heinemann, to accept the E-911 2010 annual report and place it on file.  MOTION CARRIED

11/
Motion by Commissioner Fronczak, seconded by Commissioner Hubbard, to accept the Branch County Conservation District 2010 annual report and place it on file.  MOTION CARRIED

12/
Motion by Commissioner Houtz seconded by Commissioner Olney, to accept the Equalization 2010 annual report and place it on file.  MOTION CARRIED

13/
Motion by Commissioner Vrablic, seconded by Commissioner Olney, to accept the Road Commission 2010 annual report and place it on file.  MOTION CARRIED

14/
Motion by Commissioner Houtz, seconded by Commissioner Vrablic, to accept the resignation of Jay Andrews from the Brownfield  Redevelopment Authority and nominate and appoint Charles Bauschard to fill the unexpired position.  The term will expire on 12/31/2011.  MOTION CARRIED
Commissioner Liaison & Committee Reports/Comments:

Commissioner Hubbard – spoke about storm damage to the Battle Creek Depot and about the lack of funding for the RC& D.
Commissioner Heinemann – stated that we may be losing the viaduct in Batavia

Commissioner Hazelbaker – stated that “After Business Hours” will be held tonight at Century Bank & Trust from 5 pm – 7 pm and that an old fashioned picnic will be held at Heritage Park on July 4, 2011, hosted by the sesquicentennial committee.
Chairman’s Remarks:


Commissioner Swift reminded everyone that school is out and to watch for children 
while traveling around the county. 
15/
Motion by Commissioner Houtz, seconded by Commissioner Olney, to go in to closed session to discuss union negotiations.  

Upon roll call vote the results were as follows:

Aye:  Hubbard, Heinemann, Vrablic, Olney, Fronczak, Hazelbaker, Houtz, Swift – 8

Nay:  

MOTION CARRIED

The board went in to closed session at 4:35 pm.

The board returned to open session at 5:04 pm.

16/ 
Motion by Commissioner Houtz, seconded by Commissioner Olney, to go in to closed session to discuss Attorney/Client information regarding Pines Mental Health. 

Upon roll call vote the results were as follows:

Aye:  Hubbard, Heinemann, Vrablic, Olney, Fronczak, Hazelbaker, Houtz, Swift – 8

Nay:  

MOTION CARRIED

The board returned to open session at 5:20 pm.

Commissioner Fronczak asked that the P3 committee or the Administrator look in to the information presented by Doug Scott.  Commissioner Vrablic will look in to the issues.
17/ 
Motion by Commissioner Hubbard, seconded by Commissioner Houtz, that the Board adjourn at 5:22 pm.  MOTION CARRIED


____________________________________            ______________________________

Chairman





Clerk

