LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES

August 17, 2011
Convened:
9:00 AM

Present:
Commissioner Heinemann, Commissioner Swift, Commissioner Olney, and

Commissioner Houtz
Also Present:
Administrator Norman and Clerk Teresa Kubasiak
Committee approved the agenda.

ITEMS FOR ACTION

Proclamation – National Recovery Month 
Administrator Norman presented a Proclamation recognizing the month of September as “National Recovery Month”.  Last year the Board supported this and we have been asked again this year to support the efforts by recognizing September as National Recovery Month.  The Recovery Network Director, Victor Braatz, will attend the Board Meeting to discuss this resolution.  The Committee recommends:

Motion by                           and seconded by                            that authorization is given to support the National Recovery Month as September 2011 by Proclamation, as presented:
PROCLAMATION -- National Recovery Month

WHEREAS, behavioral health is an essential part of health and one's overall wellness, and prevention works, treatment is effective, and people can and do recover from substance use and mental disorders; and 

WHEREAS, all people have the fundamental and inherent value to be accepted and treated with respect, human dignity, and worth; and

WHEREAS, individuals should have access to fully participate in community life including economic advancement and prosperity; fair and decent housing; quality education; positive opportunities to benefit from and contribute to material, cultural, and social progress; and

WHEREAS, it is critical to educate our policymakers, friends and family members, health care providers, and businesses that substance use and mental disorders are treatable, and that people should seek assistance for these conditions, with the same urgency as they would any other health condition; and 

WHEREAS, all Americans have the opportunity to access provisions within the Affordable Care Act and Mental Health Parity and Addictions Equity Act (MHPAEA), aimed to improve physical and emotional health while ensuring people will receive the care they need at a more reasonable cost; and

WHEREAS, substance use and mental disorders are serious public health problems.  In 2009, 4.3 million people received treatment for a substance use disorder and 30.2 million people for a mental health problem (2009 National Survey on Drug Use and Health), we must continue to reach the millions more who need help; and 

WHEREAS, to help more people achieve long-term recovery, and learn how recovery positively benefits the Nation's overall well-being, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), and Branch County invite all residents to participate in National Recovery Month: Prevention Works, Treatment is Effective, People Recover (Recovery Month); and

NOW, THEREFORE, the Branch County Board of Commissioners, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the laws of Branch County, do hereby proclaim the month of September 2011 as National Recovery Month: Prevention Works, Treatment is Effective, People Recover In Branch County and call upon the people of Branch to observe this month supporting this year's theme, "Join the Voices for Recovery: Recovery Benefits Everyone."
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this 23rd day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two-hundred and thirty-sixth. 







__________________________________________





Teresa Kubasiak, County Clerk





ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
Senate Bill 374

State Senator Bruce Caswell sent a letter explaining his support of this legislation.  The Bill has not passed but would allow hospitals to forward one nomination at a time to be considered for appointment to the Hospital Board.  The Committee would like to know if this Bill passes if it supersedes our By-Laws as they relate to the Community Health Center.  If so, it will be necessary to update our By-Laws.  Commission Houtz said he will determine what the Hospital Board’s position is on the subject.
ORV Use – New Law
The Committee was informed the ORV use law was expanded to include five Michigan Counties; Isabella, Mecosta, Midland, Newaygo and Oceana.  This information brought up the status of ORV use in Branch County.  The Committee asked Administrator Norman to include the subject on the Sheriff & Public Safety Committee Agenda that will be held tomorrow, August 18th.
Redistricting Bills
The Redistricting Bills (HB4780 and SB 498) were sent to Governor Snyder for signature and approval.  The redistricting will affect the State Senator district beginning in 2015.  There are also changes to Congressman Wahlberg’s District, to take place in 2013.  The State Representative District for this area will not change for election year 2013.

Draft Resolution—EFM
Administrator Norman said he has talked with Michigan Association of Counties regarding a bill to establish an Emergency Financial Manager that would take over the state if they are in default, as requested by the Committee.  MAC is currently looking at alternatives and if this would be possible.  They find it to be an interesting proposal, but are uncertain if it is possible to develop and support the resolution.
Draft Resolution – Part-Time Legislature
Michigan Association of Counties is attempting to find previous resolutions that proposed part-time legislature so we can use these as a template.  There was a general discussion on how a part-time legislature has impacted other states.
Adjourned:
9:25 AM
Submitted:
Commissioner Heinemann


Commissioner Swift



Commissioner Olney

Commissioner Houtz
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