BRANCH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

SEPTEMBER SESSION (SECOND DAY)
September 27, 2011
1/
The Board of Commissioners of the County of Branch met pursuant to adjournment, in the Commissioner’s room at the Courthouse, on Tuesday, September 27, 2011.


Chairman Swift called the meeting to order at 4:00 P.M.

Present: Commissioners Jerry Hubbard, Norm Heinemann, Don Vrablic, Rod Olney, Linda Fronczak, Randall Hazelbaker, Jon Houtz and Dale Swift, County Clerk Teresa Kubasiak and Administrator Bud Norman.

Pat Whelan led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.


Agenda Deletions: Personnel, Plans & Policy, House and Legislative reports.

2/
Motion by Commissioner Vrablic, seconded by Commissioner Olney, to approve the agenda, as amended.  MOTION CARRIED.

3/
Motion by Commissioner Houtz, seconded by Commissioner Olney, that the
September 13, 2011 Board minutes are approved.  MOTION CARRIED.
4/ 
Commissioner Houtz, member of the Sheriff & Public Safety committee, reported on the meeting that was held on September 15, 2011.  
5/
Approval of Consent Agenda items as follows:

CONSENT AGENDA:

That authorization is given to approve the Bills and Accounts in the amount of 
$273,847.63.


That authorization is given to process the Line Item Transfer, as presented.

6/ 
Motion by Commissioner Olney, seconded by Commissioner Fronczak, to approve the items presented on the Consent Agenda.  MOTION CARRIED    

7/
Motion by Commissioner Olney, seconded by Commissioner Houtz, that authorization be given to adopt the Resolution to Support of Guaranteed Revenue Replacement Should the State Repeal Personal Property Taxes, as follows:

2011-12

RESOLUTION

Branch County Support of Guaranteed Revenue Replacement 
Should the State Repeal Personal Property Taxes

WHEREAS, Michigan counties provide crucial services on behalf of state government, as evidenced by the delivery of road patrol services, corrections, foster care, clean water, food safety, the judicial system, etc.; and

WHEREAS, years of declining local revenues and cuts to state revenues to counties, coupled with unfunded state mandated services have placed Michigan counties in a position of financial stress; and

WHEREAS, the State has a poor track record of fulfilling its’ statutory promises for its share of funding for things like revenue sharing, payment in lieu of taxes (PILT), public health, Medicaid reimbursement, and county jail reimbursement; and

WHEREAS, personal property tax revenue represents 10.03% of Branch County’s total tax revenue; and

WHEREAS, the elimination of personal property taxes would harm a county’s ability to provide mandated services to the public; and

WHEREAS, Michigan counties are mandated by the State to pay for the State’s court system with local taxpayer dollars; and

WHEREAS, Michigan counties cannot continue to operate if the revenue form personal property taxes is not fully replaced with a constitutionally guaranteed revenue source; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Branch County Board of Commissioners urges the legislature and the Governor to retain the personal property tax until such time as the residents of Michigan vote in favor of a constitutional amendment that will fully replace the revenues lost from the repeal of personal property taxes; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be distributed to Governor Snyder, Senator Caswell, and Representative Kurtz and the Michigan Association of Counties for their consideration and action.

Upon roll call vote the results were as follows:

Aye:  Hubbard, Heinemann, Vrablic, Olney, Fronczak, Hazelbaker, Houtz, Swift– 8
Nay:  None

MOTION CARRIED

8/
John Axe, Bonding Authority Counsel, spoke to the board about two issues that concern the Building Authority and the Community Health Center.  The first issue was regarding a current bond and the second was regarding a new bond proposal.  
9/
State Representative Ken Kurtz congratulated members of the Branch County Airport Board, for their efforts in getting the Branch County airport voted “Airport of the Year”.  Representative Kurtz also presented them with a commemorative plaque.  
Commissioner Liaison & Committee Reports/Comments:


Commissioner Heinemann – The airport board is looking at possibly opening a 
restaurant on the airport grounds.


Commissioner Fronczak – COA is holding classes regarding Medicare Part D.  

Commissioner Houtz – The City of Coldwater is having a ribbon cutting, on Friday, 
for their new charging station for electric cars.  The station is located in front of the 
E.B. Klein Youth Center (the old armory building).


Commissioner Olney – The health department will be offering flu shots. 

Chairman’s Remarks: 

· The next Board of Commissioners meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 12, 2011 at 7:00 pm.  This will be the Annual Meeting.

· The next Legislative committee meeting will be held on Friday, October 21, 2011 at 10:00 am, following the Finance meeting.

· Attended the MAC conference.  State Treasurer, Andy Dillon was one of the speakers.  
· Reassured employees that their retirement benefits will be available when they need them.
10/
Motion by Commissioner Heinemann, seconded by Commissioner Olney, that the Board adjourn at 4:32 pm.  MOTION CARRIED


____________________________________            ______________________________

Chairman





Clerk
